
 

 

 

Rayne Parish Council 

Memorial Trees, Benches and Plaque Policy 

 

1. Introduction  

Rayne Parish Council (“the Council”) supports the needs and principles of allowing 

trees and benches as memorials in certain areas it controls and its green space 

areas, but is also mindful that these facilities have many uses and are enjoyed by a 

wide range of people. The Council will therefore ensure that the facility is managed 

and regulated for the mutual benefit of all.  

 

2. Policy Aims  

This policy has been produced with the following guiding principles:  

• To be respectful, sympathetic and easily understood by customers  

• To balance the sometimes-contrasting needs of a variety of facility users  

• To maintain and enhance the high-quality appearance of sites and not detract from 

their prime recreational purpose  

• To clearly establish the responsibility for maintenance, repair and replacement of 

memorials  

• To achieve full cost recovery by the Council for any memorials provided.  

 

3. Sites Included  

Only the sites under the direct ownership and management of the Council will be 

subject to this policy. The sites listed below are included within the policy, but further 

sites may be added in the future.  

• Rayne Hall Green  

• The Nature Reserve 

• The Burial Ground 

• Rayne Village Playing Fields (also requires permission/agreement by Village 

Hall Trustees/Committee) 

 

4. Rules and Management  

 

4.1 Memorial Benches  

4.1.1 Memorial benches will be positioned to maximise the benefit and development 

of the site and the number of memorial benches in a particular area will be limited. 

However, the Council will attempt to accommodate the wishes of the applicants 

wherever possible.  



 

 

4.1.2 In order to maintain consistency of appearance, quality and control over 

location, all benches will be ordered and installed by the Council, of a design and 

specification as determined by the Council. (Appendix 1) 

4.1.3 The total cost of the installation of a memorial bench (including plaque and 

installation) will be paid by the applicant with a further 10% donation to the Council to 

cover simple ongoing maintenance.  

4.1.4 The Council, in line with the current maintenance regime for benches, will 

maintain the bench for a period of ten years (10 years). However, no replacement 

liability will be accepted at the end of the useful life of the bench (10 years) or if it is 

damaged through vandalism.  

4.1.5 Each site has limited space that can be accommodated and will be subject to 

the Council’s approval. Alternatively, an option to refurbish or replace an existing old 

bench with a new one may be offered subject to the condition of the existing bench.  

4.1.6 The Council will always endeavor to keep the bench in your chosen location, 

but reserves the right to move it if the need should arise. We would like to assure you 

that this is unlikely to happen and most memorial benches remain in the agreed 

position for a long time. 

4.1.7 No additional mementoes e.g. vases, statues, flowers or wreaths etc., shall be 

permitted on or around the bench. 

 

4.2 Memorial Trees  

4.2.1 The planting of memorial trees only will be permitted. Please contact the 

Council to find out appropriate locations. Please be advised that the number of trees 

permissible may be limited dependant on location and size.  

4.2.2 The species of tree will be of a native variety and will be at the discretion of the 

Council in keeping with the local environment. Trees will be planted during the 

autumn and winter planting season by the Council, but the applicant and family 

members may be present and assist if practicable and desired.  

4.2.3 Due to large numbers of existing trees and shrubbery and dependent on the 

level of demand, the planting of trees may not be possible at certain or any sites. 

4.2.4 The total cost of the tree and tree guard including installation will be dependent 

on size appropriate for the site and will be paid by the applicant with a 10% additional 

donation to the Council for the cost of the first year’s watering.  

4.2.5 The Council will not accept responsibility or liability in respect of any damage to 

or loss of a memorial tree or tree guard unless this is reasonably shown to be due to 

the negligence of the Council. All trees planted as a memorial in the first year will be 

maintained by the Council.  

4.2.6 The Council will allow plaques on the guards of memorial trees (whilst the 

guards are in place) but will not permit plaques to be fixed to any tree or post.  

 

4.3 Memorial Plaques  

4.3.1 No Memorial plaques are permitted on trees.  

4.3.2 Memorial plaques fitted to benches to be a maximum size of 175mm wide x 

75mm high and shall fit in the centre of the upper most lath of the back of the 

Bench. 

4.3.3. The inscription on the bench is to be in the form of “In the Memory of” the 

name of the person, recognition of public office (if appropriate) and then either 

the dates of birth and death or a short inscription. All wording on plaques is at the 

discretion of the Parish Council.  



 

 

In the case of dedication for an event it is to be in the form of “In celebration or 
recognition of” the name of the person/s and the date of the event. (other wording will 
not be accepted). 
 

4.3.4 No flowers or similar memorials shall be permitted to mark the site at any time. 

The Council will not grant applications for memorials to, or to scatter the ashes of 

pets.  

4.3.5 The scattering of human ashes by law requires the approval of the landowner. 

Please get in contact if you wish ashes to be scattered and the Council will direct you 

to where is appropriate. 

 

Please contact the Parish Clerk for further information, email rpc@rayne-essex.gov.uk, 

telephone 01376 552489. 
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You will receive a certificate confirming your memorial has been installed, with sample 
content shown below; 
 
 
 
 
 

A memorial has been sited on your behalf in 

Rayne Park, Rayne, Essex. 
with the following dedication: 

 

JAMES MITCHELL 
20TH JUNE 1920 - 23RD MAY 2006 

 
 

Rayne Parish COUNCIL 

October 2008 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact the Parish Clerk for further information, email rpc@rayne-

essex.gov.uk, telephone 01376 552489. 

 

 

Date effective from: March 2020 

Last review date: March 2021 

Next review date: March 2022 

 

 

 

mailto:rpc@rayne-essex.gov.uk
mailto:rpc@rayne-essex.gov.uk


 

 

Appendix 1 – Memorial Bench Options  

Prices on request 

 

The Hereford Seat, made from 

recycled plastic and is maintenance 

free. 

Made by streetmaster.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Avenue Wood and Metal Seat 1800 

Made by Neptune 

SF43-18 

www.neptunestreetfurniture.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glenham Seat 180 made from Solid 

Teak by Barlow Tyrie 

 

https://barlow.worldofteak.co.uk/ 
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Appendix 2 – Current Benches within the Village 

1.  Timber bench, opposite the Welsh Princess. 

 
2. Timber bench, on Village Green. 

 
(Both of the above are the responsibility of the Council, the bench opposite 
the Welsh Princess is in need of treatment with a preservative stain or oil, 
Saddolins Classic) 

 
 

3. A collection of timber seats, Nine benches and Ten single seats, near the 
BMX track and the overflow car park at the Village Hall. (These were cut from 
the Oak Trees that the Council felled at the Nature Reserve. They need 
treating with a preservative and are the responsibility of the Council. 

 
4. Nature reserve. 4 seats 

(Top pond two seats made of oak trunks fixed to the ground by steel stakes 
and raised off the ground on paviours. 
Middle Pond one seat as above 
Bottom Pond one seat as above 
These will eventually need treating with a preservative. 

 
 

5. Two timber benches and the wooden cross between the Ashes Memorial 
Walls. 

 
6. One restored bench, which will be the responsibility of the Council to be 

placed in the burial ground (to be agreed). 
  
 
 
 
A total of 18 benches and 19 single seats, not counting the seats at the pond dipping 
platform or the bus shelters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


